How to lead a small group using the Maranatha Sermon Based Lessons:
GATHERING YOUR GROUP:
1. Pray – seek the Lord and ask Him whom you should invite to watch this series with you.
2. Set a date and invite those people to come to your home for food, fellowship and fun studying
Gods word together.
3. Prepare some basic snacks and refreshments. People always love to have food with their
fellowship. Acts 2:42 “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship,
and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.”
4. Minimize Distractions – Create a comfortable environment. Take into consideration, Seating,
Temperature, Lighting, Food and Drink, Surrounding noise and general cleanliness. Do
everything in your ability to help people focus on what’s most important: Focus on God, the
lesson and the Discussion.

FACILITATE THE DISCUSSION USING MARANATHA’S SERMON BASED LESSON:
DURING THE DISCUSSION:
Make sure – everyone Participates, No one dominates, don’t rush through the questions, Input
is affirmed and followed up. Build community with follow up questions, asking how other
people have experienced similar things or how truth of Gods word has shaped their
understanding of God and the Scriptures that you are discussing based on the video.
Include Others in conversation– Your goal is to foster community in which people feel welcomed
just as they are but encouraged to grow spiritually. Include the quite people by calling on them
occasionally to participate.
STARTING THE GROWTH GROUP MEETING:
•

Welcome everyone for the first session. Take a few minutes for participants to introduce
themselves. Then give them a brief introduction about what you will be studying together. (You
will be joining Pastor Ray as he goes through the Bible verse by verse)

•

Open in prayer asking for God’s blessing as you start your time together.
(Optional – by Monday video of the sermon is available online if you want to watch it again)

How to get the SB questions and leader’s notes• Download them online- go to Maranathachapel.org, go to Connect, then Growth Groups, then you
will see Sermon Based Lessons…The current lesson and all the past lessons are there as well.

SERMON BASED DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: The Sermon Based notes are based on Pastor Rays Sunday
Sermons. Pastor Ray is a Bible teacher and we want to glean as much truth as we can from His sermon
and the scriptures that he has emphasized.
The Sermon Based Lesson is divided into 3 parts as follows.
1. Receiving the Message and Relating to the Study
2. Digging Deeper in God’s Word
3. Applying God’s Word
Sample Lesson:

UNDERSTANDING HOW TO USE THE SERMON BASED LESSON
RECEIVING THE MESSAGE (Always open and close in prayer)
1. You as the leader should have gone through and answered the questions and thought through
the best questions for your group
2. Introduce the Sermon Based Lesson by reading the summary paragraph at the beginning of the
lesson. This gives the group an idea of what the whole lesson is about.
3. You the Leader/ Facilitator, ask the first few questions which are designed to break the ice and
get people thinking about the lesson.

DIGGING DEEPER IN GOD’S WORD
1. As you ask the questions in this section.
2. Point at what the Bible says about the topic- Through the sermon or through

additional Bible passages.
3. Talk about how that biblical truth applies to the real world- What does the truth
mean to us now?
APPLYING GOD’S WORD
1. Ask the questions in this section.
2. This section is about how we can live differently
3. In this section we talk about our own lives and the changes we intend to make. This

is the pay-off section- It is the point of the entire lesson. You know, Jesus and Paul
were never satisfied with people just knowing more- Jesus pointed people to lifechange and growth
CLOSE IN PRAYER:
After your discussion – ask if there are any prayer requests and close in prayer, thanking the Lord for
your time together

FINALLY:
Keep Connection – Think of ways to connect with members during the week. The more people are
connected to others lives, the more they will look forward to being together. You can encourage others
through email, texts and social media.

